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` DARKSKY INTERNATIONAL

Mission: “To restore the nighttime 

environment and protect communities and 

wildlife from light pollution” (DarkSky 

International)

- International Dark Sky Places

- DarkSky Approved

- Responsible Outdoor Lighting

- Education and Outreach

Why Limit Light Pollution? 

- Protect the planet, wildlife and human    
health

- Save money and energy

DarkSky International

Why Limit Light Pollution? 

• Protect the planet, wildlife and human health

• Save money and energy

• International Dark Sky Places

• DarkSky Approved

• Responsible Outdoor Lighting

• Education and Outreach

Stephanie Todd – The Effects of Light Pollution and What You Can Do



Nearby Example: Stacey Park – Olivette, MO

URBAN NIGHT SKY PLACE (UNSP)

“Urban sites that promote an 
authentic nighttime experience 

despite being in the midst of 
significant artificial light”

Stacey Park, DarkSky International

Local Example: Stacy Park – Olivette, MO



ADD NOTES ABOUT DARK CONCERNS
SAFETY FIRST

NOTE: UNSP designation does not mean 

park lights must be off at night!

Instead, lighting must follow 5 guidelines:

•  Useful

•  Targeted

•  Low Level 

•  Controlled

•  Warm-Colored

DarkSky International

Stephanie Todd – The Effects of Light Pollution and What You Can Do

Stephanie Todd – The Effects of Light Pollution and What 
You Can Do



Parks Up for Certification



WHY THESE PARKS?

SHAW PARKOAK KNOLL PARK

Google Maps



ELIGIBILITY

Public/Privately Owned

Within 50 km of an area with 10,000 or more 
people

An identified urban community impacting the 
park’s sky quality

Ability to mitigate light pollution

Entire area is included 

Greater St. Louis Inc. Shaw Park at Night

Google Maps



APPLICATION PROCESS

1. Pre-Application Approval

2. Full Application Including:
• Letters of Support

• Maps of Area

• Evidence of Eligibility

• Public Access Policy

• Lighting Inventory

• Lighting Management Plan

• Sky Quality Measurements

• Public Outreach and Education

3. Annual Reports by Oct. 1 Shaw Park SQM - Summer

Satellite Map of Oak Knoll ParkOak Knoll Park at Dusk

Google Maps



BENEFITS

KO Nature Photos Enchanted Events

The Gellman Team

• Raises awareness 

• International recognition

• Join 200+ DarkSky Places

• DarkSky logo

• Clayton + DarkSky Partnership



CURRENT STATUSCURRENT STATUS

Pre-Application: 
Written and 
Reviewed

Application: In-
Progress

Need: 

Second Season of 
Sky Quality Measurements

Lighting Inventory

Lighting Management Plan Adoption

Letters of Support Endorsement



Thank you!
Any Questions?



Resources

+ ”DarkSky International restores the nighttime environment and protects communities from the harmful effects of light 
pollution through outreach, advocacy, and conservation.” DarkSky International, n.d., https://darksky.org. 

+ “Five Principles for Responsible Outdoor Lighting.” DarkSky International and Illuminated Engineering Society, n.d., PDF 
Download.

+ Todd, Stephanie. “The Effects of Light Pollution and What You Can Do.” n.d., Powerpoint Presentation. 

+ “Clayton Parks Map.” City of Clayton, n.d., https://www.claytonmo.gov/government/parks-recreation/parks/clayton-parks-
map. 

+ “Google Maps.” Google, n.d., https://www.google.com/maps.

+ Gellman, Mark. “Shaw Park.” The Gellman Team, 30 Sept. 2022, https://www.thegellmanteam.com/blog/shaw-park/. 

+ “About Us.” Enchanted Events: Character Entertainment, n.d., https://enchantedeventsstl.com/f/top-venues-for-kids-
birthdays-in-stl. 

+ Leonard, Pat. “Chicago Tops List of Most Dangerous Cities for Migrating Birds.” Cornell Chronicle, 1 April 2019, 
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/04/chicago-tops-list-most-dangerous-cities-migrating-birds.

+ “BirdSafeSTL.” St. Louis Audubon Society, n.d., 
https://stlouisaudubon.org/birdsafestl/#:~:text=the%20Mississippi%20Flyway-,St.,this%20highway%20in%20the%20sky.

https://darksky.org/
https://www.claytonmo.gov/government/parks-recreation/parks/clayton-parks-map
https://www.claytonmo.gov/government/parks-recreation/parks/clayton-parks-map
https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.thegellmanteam.com/blog/shaw-park/
https://enchantedeventsstl.com/f/top-venues-for-kids-birthdays-in-stl
https://enchantedeventsstl.com/f/top-venues-for-kids-birthdays-in-stl
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/04/chicago-tops-list-most-dangerous-cities-migrating-birds


LIGHT POLLUTION TODAY 

Light Pollution Today

Stephanie Todd – The Effects of Light Pollution and What You Can Do



DarkSky International



DarkSky International



Insect Health

Stephanie Todd – The Effects of Light Pollution and What You Can Do



SHAW PARK OAK KNOLL PARK

Google Maps



Sample Lighting Management Plan Purpose 
and Philosophy
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